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Agriculture (Statistics)

Headline figures

• Agriculture employs 1 – 2% of the UK 

working population but accounts for 20% 

of the fatalities.

• High fatality rate 

• Agriculture fatal accident rate 7.73

• Waste & Recycling fatal accident rate 5.71

• Construction fatal accident rate 1.94

• Manufacturing fatal accident rate 0.92

• All industry fatal accident rate 0.46



Agriculture (Fatal Stats – 2016/17)



Agriculture (Fatal Stats 2012/13 –

2016-17)



Agriculture (Statistics) 

Workplace transport

• 30% of rural industry fatalities

• 116 in 10 years 2002 – 2012

• 51 fatal overturns

• 5 collisions (usually with a fixed object)

• 60 people run over. Of these

• 36 were run over by their own vehicle



Food & Drink (Statistics)

• Workplace transport accidents are 2nd 

highest cause of fatalities (25%)

• 2000-2010

– 11 workers directly killed by transport, 

e.g. struck by

– 10 workers killed in transport related 

accidents, e.g. falls, falling objects

• 200 people a year seriously injured after 

being struck by FLTs and other vehicles



Food & Drink (Statistics)

• The main causes of injury are:

– Struck by vehicle (except FLT): 31%

– Struck by FLT: 26%

– Falls from vehicles: 22%

– Trapped between vehicle and wall: 6%

– Trapped by overturning FLT; 6%

– Trapped between two vehicles: 5%

• Where a person was struck by a FLT, it 

was reversing in 28% of cases (21% of 

cases for other vehicles).



Typical farm delivery hazards

• Poor pedestrian / vehicle segregation

- Members of the public including children

• Vehicle reversing

• Falls from vehicles

• Overturning of tipping lorries and trailers 

• Tailgate safety

• Overhead Power Lines (OHPL)

• Health (Dusts, noise, vibration) 



Vehicle movements

• 2012/13 - A delivery driver was run over by a farm 

telehandler. He had been sitting in his vehicle cab while the 

farmer’s son unloaded pallets of feed. It is assumed that the 

driver had exited his cab and was crushed by the reversing 

telehandler. He died from serious internal crush injuries.

• 2010/11 – An employee was trapped between a trailer and a 

loader bucket. He was filling bags of cattle feed from the 

back of a raised trailer when the trailer became detached 

from the tractor, crushing him against the loader bucket.

• 2016/17 - A 3 year-old child was killed when run over by a 

reversing telehandler driven by his father. He was playing in 

the farm yard without supervision

. 



Vehicle movements – Case study

• A lorry driver was struck from behind by a grain bucket 

attached to a telescopic loader when he was delivering 

feed to a farm. bruising his neck, back and shoulders. 

• The bucket on the loader had been raised obstructing 

the driver's forward view.

• The farmer prosecuted under HSWA Section 3(1) for 

failing to ensure the safety of delivery drivers. Fined 

£2,700 plus £800 costs.

• The driver's employer was also prosecuted for failing to 

ensure the safety of delivery drivers during farm 

deliveries and, on pleading guilty, was given a 

conditional discharge and ordered to pay £1,551 costs



Reversing - Case study

• A 73 year-old farmer died when he was struck by a 

reversing tractor and muck spreader driven by an 

employee.



• Farm had no arrangements to segregate 

pedestrians and the farmer emerged from a 

doorway into the path of the tractor

• Employee 19 years old and had been trained 

and assessed.

• Tractor was going 19 miles per hour in reverse 

at the time of the accident.

• The windows and mirrors had not been cleaned 

and visibility to the rear was restricted.





Precautions – Safe driver

• Medically fit to drive, properly trained and 

authorised

• Know how to safely enter and exit the vehicle

• Never approach or walk behind or beside a 

reversing vehicle.  If you must approach, attract the 

driver’s attention first when it is safe to do so and 

get them to stop. 

• Never attempt to squeeze between a moving 

vehicle and a doorway or fixed object.

• Wear high visibility clothing to help others see you



Precautions – Safe site

• Vehicles and pedestrians are separated where possible 

• Visiting drivers are aware of site rules, including parking 

areas, one-way systems etc.

• Vehicle routes reduce the need to reverse, eg by 

adding turning circles, or using one-way systems;

• Traffic routes are properly maintained and adequately 

lit;

• Warning and speed limit signs 

• Locate silos and stores in a safe place away from 

OHPLs to reduce risks during feed deliveries



Precautions – Safe vehicle

• Vehicle maintenance, e.g. lights, brakes, 

handbrake, tyres

• Do vehicles have good all round visibility? 

Mirrors and windows are clean and in 

good order,  and other devices (eg rear 

view cameras) fitted where required?

• Audible alarms can be fitted to vehicles to 

warn people when they are reversing



Falls from height / Falling objects

• 2016/17 – A self-employed haulage director was 

killed beneath straw bales. He was working 

alone at night, when the load appears to have 

slipped from the lorry landing on him.

• 2014/15 - An employee died when he fell from 

the back of a lorry. 

• 2012/13 – A self-employed farmer was found on 

top of a bale trailer with his neck trapped 

beneath a metal hay lade (bale ladder). He was 

attempting to reposition the lade when it toppled 

over. 



Falls from height  - Case study

• May 2015 a worker was helping move 

large bulk bags of fertiliser from the quay to 

a lorry when he fell, fracturing and 

dislocating his pelvis.

• HSE investigation found workers were 

instructed to climb onto the bulk bags of 

fertiliser to help a telehandler hook onto the 

bags to move them to the transport wagon.

• Could have been done from ground level 

(with right equipment)



Falls from height  - Case study

• Glasson Grain Ltd - An agriculture supply 

firm pleaded guilty to breaching 

Regulation 6(2) of the Work at Height 

Regulations 2005 and was 

• Fined £86,000 plus costs of £6,363.74



Tailgates

• 2016/17 a self-employed livestock haulier was killed 

when he was hit by his vehicle tailgate during cattle 

unloading.

• 2014/15 an employee was killed while clearing 

rubbish from a pig unit into a tipping trailer. He 

climbed inside the trailer to push the tailgate open 

when it swung back and struck him on his head.

• 2013/14 a farm worker was helping to fill bags with 

sheep nuts from a tipping trailer. He entered the 

trailer body to clear the last of the feed from the 

bottom of the trailer. He was last seen standing on 

the ground, clear of the tailgate and the farmer re-

closed the tailgate, crushing the worker’s head 

between the tailgate and the trailer body.



Tailgate – Case study

• A farm worker sustained serious injuries 

when he was crushed by a powered rear 

discharge gate on a trailer. 

• The trailer body had been raised to 

discharge grain on to a conveyor for 

onward movement into a storage barn. 

• The worker was trapped by the closure of 

the rear discharge gate. 



Tailgate – Case study



Tailgate – Case study

• The worker entered into the trailer to 

clean it out.  He then asked the driver to 

lower the trailer body.  The tractor driver 

moved the control lever in the tractor 

cabin which he thought would operate the 

hydraulics to lower the trailer body. 

• Hydraulic lines crossed

• Visibility?



Tailgate – Case study



Contact with OHPLs

• 3% of fatal accidents in agriculture

• 2016-17 a farm worker killed when his raised 

tractor trailer hit an OHPL. Clean out remnants of 

previous load.

• 2016-17 a farm worker was killed when his 

tipping trailer hit an OHPL.  

• 2016-17 a self-employed contractor killed 

while unloading sand using his vehicle crane 

when it hit an OHPL



Case Study – OHPL #1

• On 18 July 2015  A 34 year old was 

collecting hay bales from a barn. 

• 11kV OHPL in front of the barn in loading 

area.

• Lorry mounted crane contacted OHPL. 

The driver was thrown to the ground in 

front of his six-year-old son.

• He was found collapsed on the floor and 

later died in hospital.





Case study OHPL #1

• Farmer Dennis Bulbeck was charged with 

a breach of HSWA S.3(2) in Jan 2017.

• Alleged failure to operate and manage 

Pond Farm in such a way as to prevent 

risks to person not in his employment 

resulting from contact with 11kV OHPL. 

• Fine £2500. 

• SSE has since buried that portion of the 

cable underground. 



Case study – OHPL #2

• Nov 2012 – A 62 year old contract driver 

delivering cattle feed to a farm was 

electrocuted when the raised tipper body of 

the vehicle he was operating came into 

contact with an 11 kV OHPL positioned near 

to the feed silo.

• Experienced but had not visited this farm 

before

• Delivery in daylight hours









Case Study – OHPL #2

Investigation Findings

• No warning signs in farm yard

• No physical barriers

• No previous discussion with Distribution Network 

Operator re: possible relocation of OHPLs or other 

control measures

• Poor location of feed bin

• No information passed to feed company or haulier



Case Study – OHPL #2

Outcome

• Farmer Tony Slade prosecuted by HSE

• HSWA S.3(2)

• The farmer pleaded guilty and was fined £20,000 

plus £5609 in costs 



OHPL precautions

• Establish safe routes/delivery points

• Avoid work near lines (location of 

bins/tanks/silos)

• Lines are treated as electricity and live

• Signage

• All people on site made aware of dangers and 

informed of precautions

• Adequate monitoring & supervision of work 

activities

• Action to take in the event of a line strike



OHPL Available Guidance

• GS6 – Avoiding danger from overhead power lines

• AIS8 –Working safely near overhead electricity power lines

• FISA804 – Electricity at work

• NFU guidance – Farm Safety Focus

• Energy Networks Association (ENA)

• Distribution Networks Operators



Road traffic incidents

• Government policy – HSE should not 
generally seek to enforce health and safety at 
work legislation where public and worker 
safety is adequately protected by more 
specific and detailed law enforced by another 
authority.

• Road traffic law is enforced by the police and 
others such as Driver and Vehicle Standards 
Agency (DVSA)



Road traffic incidents

• The police will, in most cases, take the lead in the 
investigation of road traffic incidents on the 
public highway. 

• Where safety cannot be adequately regulated by 
other more specific legislation, there may be a 
need to use health and safety legislation

• HSE takes the lead on incidents involving work 
vehicles engaged in specific work activities on the 
public highway, e.g Hedge Cutting





Road traffic – Case study

• In August 2013 82-year-old Jim Thompson was killed when his 
car was struck by the arm of a partly manufactured seed drill, 
which was being transported behind a tractor.



Road traffic – Case study

• JE Dale Farmers had failed to take adequate 
precautions to ensure the safe transportation of the 
seed drill and to properly secure the arms, and had 
failed to provide adequate training to the employee 
transporting the equipment.

• Directors of JE Dale pleaded guilty to the offences 
under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, and 
were fined £75,000, including costs.



Available Guidance

Safe on road: safe off-road – the 
standards are the same.



Available HSE Guidance

• HSG136 ‘Workplace Transport 

Safety: An Employers Guide’

• INDG199 ‘Workplace Transport 

Safety: A Brief Guide’

• HSG270 ‘Farmwise’



Available HSE Guidance

• HSE Website

– General workplace 

transport
– http://www.hse.gov.uk/workp

lacetransport/index.htm

– Agriculture
– http://www.hse.gov.uk/agricu

lture/topics/machinery/farm-

vehicles.htm

– Food transport
– http://www.hse.gov.uk/food/t

ransport.htm


